








GreenEcoNet: Connecting SMEs for a Green Economy

The European Commission (EC), to further contribute
to the Rio+20 agenda, undertakes a range of
activities to accelerate the transition towards a
green economy. An important goal of these activities
is to assist business communities in greening their
operations. This requires a clear understanding of
green business opportunities and associated barriers,
as well as of how to plan, design and operationalize
greening of businesses. The Green Economy

Network (GreenEcoNet) project, established within
the EU FP7 programme, aims at spreading green
business practices among European enterprises,

with a particular focus on small and medium-sized
enterprises (SME).

GreenEcoNet, which was established in June of this
year by a consortium of six European organisations
(see Box 1), aims to enhance familiarity with
enterprises demonstrating best-in-class green practice,
thereby enhancing the learning potential from proven
practices. For that, GreenEcoNet will build a network
and develop the first European wide online platform
to strengthen dialogues within the private sector, as
well as between the private sector, EU and Member
State policy makers and the research community on
issues related to green economy and SMEs (see Figure
1). Within the network and through the platform, SME
practitioners can learn from practitioners in similar
contexts or in different country and sector contexts.

The networking process will involve best-in-class
SMEs and the wider business community through
their networks, as well as policy makers and academic
research institutions. The information currently

Box 1. The GreenEcoNet consortium

Figure 1. the Green Economy Network created

GreenEcoNet enables communication between business, EU and
Member State policy makers and research communication to
strengthen dialogues on green economy and SME issues.

available in literature and in business environments
will be gathered and elaborated with leading experts
in research and business communities to pursue all the
knowledge on the topic. In addition, the GreenEcoNet
platform will encourage SMEs to share their experience
with other SMEs, thereby creating enhanced SME
business contacts and community building.

Dialogues involving SME and policy stakeholders

will take place in the form of events such as thematic
workshops, training and conferences, publications,
the creation or enhancement of tools and instruments
(see box 2), and a framework for best practices in
green economy. A global community of businesses,
corporate and SME decision makers, policy makers
and researchers will be gathered together on the
subject of green economy practices, enablers of green
economy and on how to address and overcome soft
and hard barriers to a green economy. The outcome of

The GreenEcoNet consortium involves globally recognised independent research bodies
focusing on sustainable development, and a multi-stakeholder network of organisations

working on the transition to a green economy:

*  Stockholm Environment Institute - York centre (UK, project co-ordinator)

»  University of Piraeus Research Centre (UPRC, Greece)
*  Centre of European Policy Studies (CEPS, Belgium)

* Joint Implementation Network (JIN, the Netherlands)
*  Green Economy Coalition (GEC, UK)

*  Ecologic Institute (Germany)

Website: http://www.greeneconet.eu.
Twitter: #GreenEcoNet

Google+

Facebook: GreenEcoNet
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Box 2. GreenEcoNet toolbox

The GreenEcoNet platform will bring together a wide range
of proven practice with greening SME business operations.
This practice will cover activities such as developing a
green vision by SMEs, identifying green business options,
identifying barriers and enablers, and formulating a green
business action plan. Tools used for these activities will be
presented on the GreenEcoNet platform as part of the case
study presentations. In addition, the GreenEcoNet team will
perform a meta-analysis across the case studies with the
goal to produce a toolbox for SMEs which aim at utilizing
green business opportunities.

these discussions and all other activities involving the
platform stakeholders will be available on the online
website of the platform.

The ‘best-in-class green practice’ will be posted on the
GreenEcoNet platform as online case studies showing
why a green business practice was undertaken and
how this was done in terms of planning, design, and
operation. In order to optimise learning from proven
practice, a user-friendly navigation system will support
the search for specific themes, items, locations, etc.

The GreenEcoNet web platform

The online platform will be the focal point of the whole
dialogue among GreenEcoNet stakeholders. It will

not only be an organised repository of the material
produced and collected by the network, but it will

also serve the purpose of enhancing the network
beyond its physical dimension (meetings, calendar,
workshops), by promoting and consolidating a virtual
forum among all concerned parties. To this end, the
online GreenEcoNet platform will be organised so as to
host solicited and unsolicited comments, suggestions,
and criticisms, notably in reaction to the various

Tool examples:
Mainstreaminggreen economy
Stakeholderengagement
Cost-benefitanalysis
Barrier identification
Enablers
Strategy formulation
Action plans
Funding
Skillstraining
Private-Public partnerships
Languageissues

Casestudy 1

Case study 2

Casestudy n

publications that will be regularly posted on the site.
The web platform will, overall, be seamlessly integrated
into social networking platforms, to reach out to the
widest possible audience.

Innovation lab

On 29 November of this year, during the European
SMEs Week 2013 (25 - 30 November, Brussels), the
GreenEcoNet consortium will host a one-day event to
present the networking initiative to SME stakeholders
and other practitioners. The event will take the shape
of an‘innovation lab’ with the GreenEcoNet consortium
presenting the structure and functionalities of the
planned GreenEcoNet platform to SME stakeholders
and inviting them to feedback their views and inputs
for the further development of the platform. The
platform is planned to become fully operational during
late spring 2014.

For further information, please contact:

Mr Corrado Topi, Project Director

e-mail: corrado.topi@sei-international.org
or Mr Roberto Rinaldi, Project Manager
e-mail: roberto.rinaldi@sei-international.org

GreenEcoNet is a consortium News

http://www.greeneconet.eu
GreenkcoNet
A B ;: b s A myman Home About Publications News Events Contact

#greeneconet w

of six leading research
networks specialising in green
economy transitions.

We hawve come together in a three year project

to accelerate the uptake of green business
practices across Europe.

Together we will launch the first European-

24 - 25 July: GreenEcoMet consortium
partners meet in Brussels to launch a three
year strategy and action plan.

1 June: A three year project, GreenEcoMet,
funded by the European Commission and
bringing together leading research networks
from Europe and beyond is now underway:.

More news

ﬂ
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Roberto RINALDI @Obrin 10ct
#GreenEcoMet Business must [
understand that the climate cannot

wait @rjtklein on @EurActiv

bit. /1 7k3YVET #IPCCARS #adaptation

Roberto RINALDI @rObrin 11 Oct
Are you an SME who's trying to

reduce its envircnmental impact?
Please share your experience with us
at goo.glFWrik #GreenEcoNet
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Reports

Carbon Market Data, 2013. ETS Aviation Company
Rankings 2012. <http://www.carbonmarketdata.
com>

This report presents the 2012 rankings of airline
companies included in the EU ETS. Ryanair, Lufthansa
and Easyjet were the three biggest CO, emitters of the
EU aviation emissions trading scheme during the year
2012.These figures include only intra-EU flights, as the
European Commission, under the pressure of mainly
the US, China and Russia, decided in November 2012
to suspend intercontinental flights from the scheme
for one year. The paper also presents the amount of
surrendered Jl and CDM credits under the EU ETS by
airline companies.

Ecosystem Market Place, 2013. Maneuvering the
Mosaic - State of the Voluntary Carbon Markets 2013
<http://www.forest-trends.org/vcm2013.php>

This report describes how voluntary demand develop-
ments for carbon offsetting grew 4% in 2012 (USD
523 million to offset 101 million metric tonnes GHG).
According to the paper, the European private sector,
including regulated energy utilities, was the market’s
biggest voluntary buyer - seeing demand grow 34% to
43.4 million tonnes of offsets. In the USA, corporations,
ranging from The Walt Disney Company to Chevrolet,
offset more emissions than buyers in any other single
country at 28.7 million tonnes. A little over a third of
offsets purchased by US buyers (9.7 million tonnes)
were obtained for future use in California’s emerging
cap-and-trade program.

Field, 2013. Facing the facts and finding a way
forward. <http://www.field.org.uk/papers/the-2013-
2015-review-challenges-and-questions>

This paper considers challenges and questions for

the UNFCCC’s 2013-2015 review, which will include
considering strengthening the global 2 °C goal.

The paper explains how the review could be very
important and serve as a springboard for a new climate
agreement, but also that it faces challenges. Countries
may need to consider creative approaches to find
ways forward in areas where there are disagreements.
Several Parties have referred to a possible “2015
package”, which would include a new agreement and
related decisions.

According to the paper, exploring different ways of
including the review outcome in such a package
could help Parties to find ways around problematic
questions. How outcomes are framed and the form
they are presented in may make a considerable
difference to how acceptable they are to Parties. The
paper also addresses the issue of how much emphasis
the review will place on the adequacy of the global
goal (is 2°C enough to limit climate change to a safe
level?) and how much on progress towards the goal
(are countries doing enough to reach the goal?).

Finally, the paper argues that information related to
adaptation and to loss and damage will need to be
taken into account in the 2013-2015 review. Questions
related to adaptation and to loss and damage may also
arise as a consequence of the review and whatever
appropriate action the COP decides to take.

Frieden, D., A. Tuerk and D. Steiner, 2013.
Cooperation mechanisms of the EU renewable
energy directive and flexible mechanisms of the
Kyoto Protocol: comparison and lessons learnt,
Joanneum Research, Graz, Austria.
<http://ress400.joanneum.at/IEFDownloads/Files/
Cooperation_vs_Kyoto_mechanisms.zip>

This working paper discusses similarities and
differences between the cooperation mechanisms

of the EU renewable energy directive (RES directive)
and the flexibility mechanisms of the Kyoto Protocol.
The cooperation mechanisms allow the (virtual) trade
of renewable energy and were introduced with the
RES directive to provide Member States with greater
flexibility to achieve their national targets for RES. A
similar kind of flexibility is known from the flexibility
mechanisms of the Kyoto Protocol. Lessons learned
from the Kyoto mechanisms may allow conclusions to
be drawn on the design and implementation of the
renewable energy cooperation mechanisms.

The paper argues, a.o., that it is not possible to directly
transfer past experiences with the Kyoto mechanisms
to the capability of specific nations to make use of

the renewable energy cooperation mechanisms. A
comparison of specific features, such as the mechanism
type (transfer, project-based, support scheme), price
building and specific barriers can, however, help
anticipate the possible dynamics and challenges of the
cooperation mechanisms.

Jotzo, F., D. de Boer and H. Kater, 2013. China Carbon
Pricing Survey 2013.
<http://ideas.repec.org/p/een/ccepwp/1305.html>
This paper summarises results from the inaugural
China Carbon Pricing Survey. The survey elicited
expectations about the future of China’s carbon price
from China-based experts on carbon pricing and
carbon markets during July to September 2013.The
results indicate confidence that all seven of China’s
pilot schemes will be under way by 2015, with prices
rising over time and having an effect on investment
decisions, although there is significant uncertainty
about price levels.

The paper argues that there is strong confidence that
China will proceed to introduce national emissions
trading, probably in conjunction with a carbon tax.
Carbon price levels are expected to rise, in time
exceeding those currently prevailing in the EU ETS.

A large majority of respondents expect that China’s
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2020 emissions intensity target will be achieved or
surpassed, and almost all expect further targets to
be adopted in 2025 and 2030, possibly in the form of
absolute limits on emissions.

Michaelowa, A., 2012. Can New Market Mechanisms
Mobilize Emissions Reductions from the Private
Sector? University of Zurich, Perspectives GmbH,
Harvard Project on Climate Agreements, Discussion
Paper ES 12-1.
<http://belfercenter.ksg.harvard.edu/
publication/22496/can_new_market_mechanisms_
mobilize_emissions_reductions_from_the_private_
sector.html>

The paper argues that new market mechanisms
(NMM) face a number of challenges. Under a sectoral
mechanism with a no-lose target, emitters reducing
emissions cannot be sure that their efforts will not be
invalidated by other emitters who increase their GHG
emissions above the baseline level. Setting baselines
for sectoral emissions and policy implementation

is notoriously difficult, especially if having to be
negotiated politically. Competition with existing
mechanisms is likely to be fierce.

The paper then discusses a number of options for
implementation of NMM which contain sufficient
incentives for action while observing environmental
integrity of the scheme(s). Given the problems in
achieving an incentive-compatible design of NMM,
the paper argues that the current project-based
mechanisms should be retained for sectors with large
emitters or replaced by sectoral trading. Sectoral
crediting would be appropriate for sectors with widely-
dispersed emitters, such as transportation, where
government policies provide better incentives than
project-based mechanisms. Policy-based crediting
could be used for households, waste, and parts of the
power sector.

Phillips, G., 2013. Technical Brief: Kick-Starting the
Clean Development Mechanism, Part 2, Sindicatum
Sustainable Resources. <http://www.sindicatum.
com/technical-brief-kick-starting-the-clean-
development-mechanism-part-2/>

This brief discusses how the New Market Mechanism
could learn from the experiences of the CDM and use
some of its infrastructure. For example, existing CDM
baseline methodologies and standardized baselines
could be used to allocate allowances to facilities
participating in a sectoral Emissions Trading Schemes
under the New Market Mechanism. If the allowances
were held on a registry, and cancelled against annual
verified emissions, the remaining allowances would be
available for international transfer.

The author explains how this approach combines the
best aspects of the Clean Development Mechanism

(CDM) and Joint Implementation (JI) and, depending
on the allocation process, would deliver real
permanent and additional emission reductions. The
problem that the author addresses is how to ensure
that the allocation process goes beyond “business

as usual”and helps host countries deliver on net
mitigation. For that the authors proposes an extension
to the concept of ‘supplementarity’as applied in the
Kyoto Protocol.

Promithium Carbon, 2013. Carbon Pricing Scenarios.
<http://www.promethium.co.za/resources-and-
information/carbon-pricing-scenarios-2/>

This briefing paper presents observations on the
status and development of global carbon pricing, both
in terms of market and non-market measures. The
analysis focuses on a relatively recent phenomenon

of development and cooperation amongst localised
carbon initiatives as an important driver for curbing
GHG emissions.

The paper commences with an overview of prospects
and implications of developments at UNFCCC level
giving context to the suite of options that could
support future demand for emission reductions. In a
second step, it describes how the emerging pathways
of localised carbon pricing (trading and taxation)
may lead towards market-linked emission reduction
demand in the future.

Upston-Hooper, K. and J. Swartz, 2013. Emissions
Trading in Kazakhstan: Challenges and Issues of
Developing an Emissions Trading Scheme, CCLR 1/13
- Adaptation and Mitigation in the International
Climate Regime. <http://www.lexxion.de/de/
verlagsprogramm-shop/details/3521>

This article is based on a Workshop sponsored by the
European Bank of Reconstruction and Development
and held in Astana on 20 June 2013.1n 2012,
Kazakhstan began to create a domestic emissions
trading system (ETS), which has led to a pilot phase
commencing in January of this year. The article
explains how the ETS will help the country achieve

its goal of reducing GHG emissions 7% below 1990
levels by 2020, and to claim the title of being the first
Asian nation to undertake an economy-wide cap on
its emissions. Prior to the implementation of an ETS,
Kazakhstan had put in place a policy to reduce energy
consumption per unit of GDP by 15 % by 2015 and 25
% by 2020. Kazakhstan is now a signatory to the Kyoto
Protocol, with an inscription in Annex B for a GHG
reduction of 5% below baseline levels by 2020.
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The Joint Implementation
Quarterly is an independent
magazine with background
information about the Kyoto

mechanisms, emissions trading, and

other climate policy issues. JIQ is
of special interest to policy mak-
ers, representatives from business,
science and NGOs, and staff of

international organisations involved

in climate policy negotiations and

operationalisation of climate policy

instruments.
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Abbreviations

AAU Assigned Amount Unit

ADP Ad Hoc Working Group on the Durban Platform for Enhanced
Action

Annex A Kyoto Protocol Annex with GHGs and sector/source categories

Annex B Annex to the Kyoto Protocol listing the quantified emission

Annex | Parties

Annex Il Parties

limitation or reduction commitment per Party

Industrialised countries listed in Annex | to the UNFCCC; coun-
tries not included in Annex | are called Non-Annex | Parties
OECD countries (listed in Annex Il to the UNFCCC)

CDM Clean Development Mechanism

CDM EB CDM Executive Board

CER Certified Emission Reduction (Article 12 Kyoto Protocol)

cop Conference of the Parties to the UNFCCC

COP-MOP COP serving as Meeting of the Kyoto Protocol Parties

DOE Designated Operational Entity

DNA Designated National Authority

ERU Emission Reduction Unit (Article 6 Kyoto Protocol)

EU ETS European Union Emissions Trading Scheme

EUA European Union Allowance (under the EU ETS)

GHG Greenhouse Gas

JI Joint Implementation

JISC Joint Implementation Supervisory Committee

LCDS / LEDS Low carbon (or emission) development strategy

LULUCF Land Use, Land-Use Change and Forestry

NAMA Nationally Appropriate Mitigation Actions

NAP National Adaptation Programmes

PDD Project Design Document

REDD Reducing emissions from deforestation and forest degradation
in developing countries

SBSTA Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Advice

SBI Subsidiary Body for Implementation

TNA Technology Needs Assessment

UNFCCC UN Framework Convention on Climate Change

JIQ Meeting Planner

30 October 2013, Brussels, Belgium
Workshop on FP 7 Project APRAISE case study results
Contact: Vlasis Oikonomou, JIN, e-mail: vlasis@jiqweb.org
16-17 November 2013, Warsaw, Poland
World Climate Summit
Contact: contact@wclimate.com
11-22 November 2013, Warsaw, Poland

Warsaw Climate Change Conference
Contact: http://unfccc.int/meetings/warsaw_nov_2013/meeting/7649.php
19-20 November 2013, Groningen, the Netherlands
Energy Convention 2013
Contact: info@energyacademy.org
4-6 December 2013, Lima, Peru
Second annual Latin America and Caribbean (LAC) LEDS Regional Workshop (in
conjunction with Interclima during 4-6 of December, 2013)
Contact: http://en.openei.org/wiki/LEDSGP/events
4-6 June 2014, Beijing, China
International Energy Workshop 2014
Contact: e-mail: info@internationalenergyworkshop.org;
website: http://internationalenergyworkshop.org
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